ANNUAL  REPORT 


V 


K I 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


and  the 


SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


for  the  year 


HEALTH  COMlilTTEE 


Chairman,  Councillor  W.  A.  NEAL 

Vice-Chairman,  Her  Worship  Councillor  Mrs.  E.  K.  HALLETT^  J.P.  Mayor, 

Alderman  A,  C.  R.  POPE  Alderman  H.  G.  L01I®''IA1'I 

Councillor  Mrs.  N.  0.  JACKL'iAI'E  J.P.  Councillor  T.  JEREi'il 
Councillor  V,  G.  MARDON  Councillor  Mrs.  E.  H.  MOORE 

Councillor  H.  G.  READ  Councillor  R,  F:.  COLLINS 

STAFF  - HEALT’H  DEPARTMEFIT 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Combined  Appointment) 

I.  B.  LAWRENCEp  B.Sc.,  M.B. , D.P.H. 

/ 

Clerk/Shorthand  Typist  (Combined  Appointment) 

Miss  M.  A.  SMITH 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

C.  F.  ALLAR.Dj  D.P.A.  p M.Fil.S.H.p  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  public  Health  Inspectors 
K.  H.  JA'lESp  M.S.I.A.  (Resigned  30.4.56) 

D.  A.  DOLPHINp  A.R.S.H.p  M.A.P.H.I.  (Appointed  2.7.56) 

Rodent  Operator  - Part  Time 

E.  HALLETT 
Clerical  Staff 

Miss  K.  M.  FORD  (Sick  leave  from  20.2.56) 

Mrs,  J.  UNDERWOOD  (Temporary  - part  time)  (Appointed  7.5.56) 


County  Clinic, 

Clyde  Path  Road, 
Dorchester. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  the  Councillors  of  the 

Borough  of  Dorchester, 

MTo  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  seventh  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough  of  Dorchester  for  the  year  1956, 

It  is  written  on  the  lines  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

I mentioned  in  last  years  report  that  there  had  been  an  increase 
in  the  notification  of  Measles  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year  and 
this  continued  into  this  year.  132  cases  were  notified,  all  except  S 
cases  occurred  'in  children  under  5 years  of  age  and  4 cases  in  babies 
under  1 year. 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  - vaccination  against  Polio- 
myelitis was  carried  out  in  May,  41  children  completed  the  course  of  2 
injections. 

There  has  again  been  a slight  increase  in  the  notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year,  9 cases  as  compared  v/ith  7 last  year, 

A Public  Local  Inquiry  on  the  application  of  the  Council  for  consent 
to  carry  out  v;orks  of  improvement  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  was  held 
in  February,  a detailed  report  from  the  Public  Health  angle  was  presented 
supporting  the  need  on  the  grounds  of  river  pollution.  The  Ministry  of 
Health  notified  the  Council  their  approval  of  the  proposals  in  principle. 

Again  I must  refer  to  the  enormous  amount  of  meat  inspections  being 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  necessitating  overtime  including 
weekends.  Not  only  is  this  jeopardizing  the  proper  carrying  out  of  other 
Public  Health  duties  in  the  Borough  but  this  also  meant  the  employment  of 
extra  outside  part-time  help  to  relieve  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
who  on  medical  advice  had  to  cease  doing  overtime  - it  should  be  remembered 
he  has  been  carrying  on  for  2^-  years. 

I am  sure  that  the  Council  are  with  me  in  feeling  that  the  only 
satisfactory  solution  to  the  problem  in  its  present  position  is  the  provision 
of  a second  additional  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  Mass  P.adiography  Unit  again  visited  the  town  during  December  and 
remained  for  3 weeks  and  on  this  occasion  tliree  different  sites  vrere  used 
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to  facilitate  the  attendance  of  the  public  from  the  Borough  and  surrounding 
districts.  The  response  was  voiy  good, 

I'len  Wom(^.  Boys  Gir^ 

Total  4,400  i74^'2  17565  ”747  "606 

This  shows  a marked  increase  on  the  previous  figures  in  1954»  (2,956) 

There  has  been  an  increo.se  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes, 
more  than  half  being  in  persons  over  70  years  of  age. 

The  causes  of  death  show  an  increase  under  the  headings,  ca^ncer  of  the 
lung,  other  cancers  and  vascular  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  e.g,  the 
brain,  hut  it  is  good  to  see  a slight  decrease  in  coronary  disease  and  angina. 

Following  Official  Representations  on  unfit  houses,  two  areas  were 
declared  Clearance  Areas,  one  in  the  Mill  Street  district  and  a smaller 
area  in  the  Grove. 


Thirteen  talks  were  given  during  the  year  on  various  subjects,  the  main 
demand  was  for  talks  on  poliomyelitis.  The  total  attendance  was  about  250 
persons. 

Again  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  help  of  the  members  of 
the  Council  during  the  year  and  my  colleagues  on  the  staff,  I would  especially 
mention  Mr.  Allard  and  the  staff  of  the  liealth  Department,  who  have  had  no 
easy  task  this  year  oi-zing  to  some  changes  in  the  staff  and  illness  of  Miss 
Ford  whom  we  wish  a speedy  return  to  health. 


lour  obedient  Servant, 

I,  B.  LAVJRMCE. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GE'JERAL  STATISTICS, 


I (Figures  for  1955  shown  in  brackets) 

^^rea  •o,  e,,  e,,  ,0,  ljb75  acres 


Resident  Population  . . ... 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

11,380 

(11,710) 

No.  of  houses  inlmbited  at  the  end 

of  1956 

3,298 

(3,272) 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March;,  1957) 

0 0 e 0 o 0 

£196,817 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April , 1957) 

0 Q 0 O 0 • 

r 

■177,505  (£105,968) 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rato 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

£725 

(£410) 

VITAL 

ST..TISTICS 

Population  ~ Estimate  for  Births  and  Deaths  Rates 

11,380 

(11,710) 

Comparability  Factor 

Births 

1.08 

Deaths 

1.01 

Births 

Males  Females 

Total 

Legitj.mate 

72 

85 

157 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

74 

86 

160 

(155) 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegitima^te 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

(4) 

Deaths  - All  Causes 

84 

72 

156 

(117) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  (Infant  Mortality) 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

3 

- 

3 

(2) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  (NeoNatal  Mortality) 

Leg.i.t:imate 

1 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

2 

(1) 
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Birtli  ••0  •••  ••• 

1<?56 

..  15. U 

1215 

13.1 

1954 

15.3 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ... 

15.7 

15.0 

15.2 

•••  ♦Of  ••• 

13.8 

10.0 

11.0 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . . 

11.7 

11.7 

11.3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  ... 

, . lU.S 

13.0 

6.0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

23.8 

24.9 

25.4 

DEATHS  FROM  iJLL  CAUSES. 

Males 

luberculosis,  respiratory...  ' ...  1 

Females 

Total 

1 

(1) 

Tuberculosis,  other  ...  ... 

• • 

(-) 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  ... 

f © 

- 

- 

(-) 

Diphtheria  •«.  .*• 

f 0 “ 

- 

- 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

(-) 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ... 

. , 

- 

- 

(-) 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ... 

. • 

- 

- 

(-) 

MbS'SXgs  oof  Off  foo 

. . - 

- 

- 

(-) 

other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

. , 

- 

- 

Cancer  of  stomach. . ...  ... 

2 

2 

(4) 

Cancer  of  lung,  bronchus  ...  ... 

. . 8 

6 

(3) 

Cancer  of  breast...  ...  ... 

Of 

5 

5 

(1) 

Cancer  of  uterus...  ...  ... 

f f "* 

- 

- 

(1) 

Other  Cancers  ...  ...  ... 

..  12 

13 

25 

(11) 

^n£t0inX£i  f«f  •««  ••• 

• • ** 

- 

- 

(-) 

Off  ftf  •«« 

..  1 

2 

3 

(-) 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. . . 

13 

13 

26 

(14) 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ... 

. . 18 

6 

22 

(28) 

High  Blood  Prossiire  with  Heart  Disease 

..  1 

1 

2 

(aj 

Other  Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

7 

14 

21 

Other  circiilatory  disease,, . ... 

..  2 

3 

5 

(5) 

Influenza  • . * ...  ... 

. • 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

. • 8 

3 

9 

u) 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ... 

3 

- 

3 

(3) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

..  2 

- 

2 

(-) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenm  . . . 

. 0 - 

- 

- 

(-) 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  dieorrhoea. , . 

..  2 

- 

2 

nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ... 

..  1 

1 

2 

(2) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

..  2 

- 

2 

(-) 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . . , 

, , - 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ... 

..  1 

1 

2 

(1) 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

5 

12 

(9) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  • « • 

. . - 

- 

- 

(2) 

All  other  accidents  ...  ... 

..  1 

1 

(2) 

Suicide  ...  ...  , . , 

. . ~ 

1 

1 

All  Causes  ...  ... 

84 

72 

156 

(117) 
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INFECT lOUS  DISEASES , 


The  following  table  sumraarises  the  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases 
made  during  the  year  s- 


Disease 


Total  Gases  Notified 
Ago  Periods 

0™  1”  3“  5“  10"  15-  25-  45-  65  A.U. 


Gases 

admitted 

to 

TOTAL  hospital  Deaths 


Scarlet  Fever 


Whooping 
Cou^ 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Erysipela,s 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Poliomyelitis 

Dysentery 

Food 

Poisoning 


„ 3 3 

4 26  36 


!?o 


- 1 

1 


10 

132 

3 


Encephalitis  - »>  - 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  » _ - 

Meningitis  ~ 1 


:..part  from  the 
infeordous  diseases 


continuation  of  the  measles  epidemic  from  last  year  the 
notified  wore  remarkably  lovj. 
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TUBERCULOSIS o 


Daring:  Uha  year  1956;,  the  follovring  cases  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
X'j'cre  notified  (figures  for  1955  shown  in  brackets) 

lU-i\4  Cases  Deaths 


hge  Respj.ratery  Non-Rospiratory  Respiratory  IIon-Rospiratory 

Periods  Male  I'emale  Male  FonuM-e  IIal.c  Female  MeRe  Female 


j, 

0 

- 

- 

1 ICUJ.  w 

Jl'iCLJ- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-• 

“ 

- 

10 

“ 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35 

1 

“ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

“ 

65 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

RgG 

Unknown 

T0T.ILS  4(5)  4(2)  1(-^)  1(1)  -(-)  -(-) 


L4B0RRT0RY  F4C ILIT IBS « 

Dr«  T.  V.  Cooper  of  the  County  Laboratory  and  Dr,  G,  H.  Tee  of  the 
Publj.u  Health  Laboratory  have  again  been  most  helpful  drsTing  the  year  and 
I apprecis.te  their  ree.dy  co-operation , 


The  following 
als  for  1955  in 

is  a table 
bra,ckets) 

of  specimens 

submitted  to  the 

Labors-tories 

Throat  Swabs 

e « 0 

93 

(77) 

Milk  • • . 

163 

(173) 

Faeces 

0*0 

1G9 

(152) 

Ice  Creoia 

20 

(72) 

Blood 

• 0 • 

51 

(46) 

Water  . . , 

144 

(130) 

Ringiform  , . . 

« • • 

2 

(7) 

Sewage  . . . 

54 

(54) 

Sputum 

• • • 

117 

(101) 

Miscellaneous 

44 

(39) 

HOUSING. 


Council  Houses 

In  process  of 
erection. 

Completed 

1956, 

Completed 
since  War. 

Temporary  - 

Permanent  - 

Traditional  Type 

44 

27 

3C5 

Non-Traditional  Type 

- 

- 

26 

Converted  into  Flats 

5 

No,  of  Council  Houses  (pre-=war)  272 

No,  of  Post  War  houses  completed  and  occupied  at  31/12/56, 

(excluding  the  converted  flats)  331 

Total  No.  of  Council  Houses  at  3l/l2/56  (excluding  the 

converted  flats)  603 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT. 

Seven  cases  under  the  above  section  were  brought  to  my  notice  during 
the  year  i.e.  persons  requiring  care  and  attention.  All  were  elderly 
persons  and  in  no  case  was  compulsory  removal  necessaryj  four  went  into 
hospital  voluntarily  and  three  remained  at  home  and  Home  Helps  were 
obtained  through  the  County  Council, 

The  number  of  these  cases  is  increasing  and  I consider  that  there  is 
a need  for  a group  of  houses  for  old  people  with  a part  time  attendant  - 
this  grouping  would  facilitate  the  attendance  of  the  District  Nurse  and 
Home  Helps. 


HCME  HELP  SERVICE. 

Again  the  Home  Kelp  Service  has  been  most  helpful  during  the  year  and 
I wouJi.d  stress  again  that  the  service  is  run  by  part  time  helpers. 
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iU'iEUL/^TGE  SKlYl  CES . 


To  call  the  /ijnbulance  for  routine  work  ring  Dorchester  420,  in  an 
emergency  ask  the  exchange  for  Ambulance,  ^ilways  state  urgency,  nature 
of  case,  full  address  and  which  ijnbulance  is  required,  e.g,  sitting  or 
stretcher  case. 


SEl'JAGE  DISPOSAL. 

During  the  year  the  following  new  sewers  were  laid. 


Came  View  Estate  = 102  yards  of  6 inch  sewer. 

Police  Houses,  James  Road  *>  647  yards  (including  rising  main) 

together  with  pumping  station 

Continuous  sampling  of  the  high  and  low  level  sewers  was  carried  out 
during  the  year  using  Moore's  Swabs  ■*  all  were  reported  negative  to  organisms 
of  the  Salmonella  Group.  River  samples  above  and  below  the  sewage  works 
were  also  negative  to  these  germs  but  showed  evidence  of  other  pollution. 


PUBLIC  CLE/IISBIG  - REFUSE  COLLECTION, 

The  new  Refuse  Disposal  site  commenced  last  year  is  being  filled 
systematically  and  a regular  layering  method  is  employed  and  the  surface 
covered  with  earth,  the  area  is  screened  to  catch  flying  paper. 

Peats  are  controlled  with  the  help  of  the  Rodent  Control  Operator. 


WRIER  SUPPLIES. 

Ap.art  from  the  se;bisfa,ctory  chemical  a,nsd.ysis  given  overleaf,  regular 
bacteriological  samples  were  taken  by  the  Surveyor's  Department  and  close 
co-operation  was  maintained  with  the  Health  Department, 


The  following  extensions  to  v/ator  mains  were  made  during  the  year:- 


Came  Viev;  Estate  - 110  yards  of  6"  mains 

Police  Houses,  James  Road  - 100  yards  of  4”  mains 


The  main  at  Maumbury  Road  was  oriLarged  to  a 6"  main  ' to  the  extent 
of  120  yards. 


- 3 - 


AflALYSIS  OF  A SAIiPLE  OF  WATER 


CHEI4IGAL  RESULTS  IN  PAI.TS  PER  MILLION 


Ammonia^  free  ...  ...  

’>  Albuminoid 

Nibribes  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Nibrabesy  as  Nibric  Nibrogen. . 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  mins,  ab  80°F 
" ” " 4 hours  " '• 

GiELorme  ...  ...  ...  .. 

as  Sodium  Cliloride 

Hardness,  Temporary  

Permanenb  ...  ... 

Tobc'l..  0.0  ...  .0 

Tobal  Solids  

pE[  value  ...  ...  ...  .. 


0.080 
0.090 
Nil 
7.05 
0.275 
0 . 642 
17.5 
28.34 

217.5 
50.0 

267.5 

307.0 

7.1 


Mebalsj  Iron,  copper,  lead,  zinc  absenb. 

Appearance;  Colourless  and  clear. 

Odour;  None. 

Free  Chlorine; 

Remarks : 

This  is  a clear,  brighb,  hard  waber.  The  majoriby  of  bhe 
hardness  is  of  a bemporary  nabure  and  would  be  removed  by 
boiling. 

The  waber  is  of  good  organic  puriby  and  bhe  above  resulbs 
give  no  indicabion  of  pollution. 

In  my  opinion  bhe  \^Q,ber  should  be  very  sabisfacbory  for 
drinking  and  domesrcic  purposes. 


(signed)  Arbhur  S.  Carlos. 

Public  Analysb, 


31sb  Ocbober,  1956. 
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MErEOROLOGIGAL  DETAILS  - YEAR  1956 . 


Month 

Rainfall 

inches 

Rain  Fell  On 
days 

Sunshine 

hours 

Temp,  in 
Maximum 

deg,  F. 
Minimum 

J anuary 

7.03 

19 

63.40 

54 

17 

February 

Nil 

Nil 

95.75 

53 

14 

March 

1.09 

7 

155,50 

62 

26 

April 

1.78 

10 

184,75 

66 

29 

May 

0.94 

10 

249.75 

73 

32 

June 

3.21 

14 

152.25 

74 

40 

July 

3.43 

14 

176.25 

79 

48 

August 

5.48 

19 

200.25 

72 

42 

September 

7 0 44 

16 

83.95 

74 

43 

October 

2.48 

9 

115.20 

64 

27 

November 

1.18 

13 

70.25 

56 

25 

December 

7.54 

24 

23.00 

54 

25 

41.60 

155 

1,570.30 

Totals  in 

1955 

44.07 

1,756.50 

1954 

46 . 43 

1,505.30 

1953 

33.20 

1,605.19 

1952 

40.11 

1,664.16 

The 

second  half 

of  the  year 

was  wet  but  no 

rain  was  recorded 

in 

February the  hours  of  sunshine  was  low,  the  highest  recorded  temperature 
was  79°F  (B5  in  1955)  vhiile  the  minimum  temperature  was  14°F  (21  in  1955) » 
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Public  Health  Inspectors'  Office; 
North  Square; 

Dorchester, 

November;  1957. 


To  The  Mayor;  Aldermen  anid  Councillors 
of  the  BorouRh  of  Dorchester . 


Annual  Pueport  for  1956. 


I present  for  your  consideration  the  following  report  on  the  work 
carried  out  by  your  public  health  inspectors  in  the  year  1956. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act;  1955 > came  into  operation  on  1st  January, 
1956,  This  Act  was  one  vHiich  mainly  consolidated  the  provisions  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1936,  the  Food  and  Drugs  (iiilk.  Dairies  and 
Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1950,  Part  I of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954 
and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Amoniiient  Act,  1954<-  Section  13  of  the  1936 
Act  was  repealed  and  not  re~enacted  and  replaced  in  practice  by  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 « These  Regulations  came  into  force  on 
1st  January,  1950,  with  the  exception  of  certain  provisions  \Hiich  wore 
likely  to  require  the  alteration  of  premises  or  equipment  and  which 
came  into  operation  on  1st  July,  1956.  The  occupiers  of  food  premises 
in  the  Borough  were  circularised  and  their  attention  drawn  to  the  new 
Regulations. 

In  May,  1956,  the  Government  issued  a VJhite  Paper  (Cmd,  9761) 
outlining  its  long-term  policy  for  regulating  the  provision  of  slaughter- 
houses. The  original  conception  of  moderale  concentration  was  replaced 
by  a policy  of  allovlng  a limited  period  during  which  meat  traders  vrould 
be  free  to  provide  their  own  slaughterhouses,  at  the  end  of  which  period 
some  control  vrould  be  introduced.  Members  will  remember  that  in  the 
report  of  the  Interdepartmental  Coiiimittee  on  Slaughterhouses  Dorchester 
had  been  selected  as  the  recommended  site  for  a slaughterhouse  to  serve 
a population  of  157,000  in  South  Dorset,  Regulations  are  to  be  introduced 
which  will  prescribe  minimuim  standards  for  the  construotioi-i,  layout  and 
oqiaipment  of  slaughterhouses. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  (61,491)  and  carcases  inspected 
(61,379)  at  the  two  slaughterhouses  v/ithin  the  Borough  reached  new  peaks 
and  the  problems  associated  viith  the  long  hours  of  slaughtering  and  the 
detailed  inspection  of  the  moat  and  offels,  to  v/hich  I have  referred  on 
previous  occasions,  continued. 
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Some  considerable  discussion  took  place  at  meetings  of  the  Health 
Committee  with  regard  to  the  duties  of  the  public  health  inspectors  and 
the  possible  appointment  of  a second  additional  public  health  inspector. 

The  Committee  requested  me  to  obtain  details  of  staff  and  meat  inspection 
from  a number  of  other  authorities  and  these  details  were  incorporated 
in  a special  report  submitted  in  June,  a Sub-Committee  was  appointed  and 
met  to  consider  the  problem.  Subsequently  an  a,pproach  vias  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  with  regard  to  the  payment  to 
the  Council  of  a contribution  towards  the  salary  of  a third  inspector. 

The  Ministry  replied  that  a scheme  of  assistance  towards  meat  inspection 
costs  was  under  consideration  and  in  fact,  details  of  the  scheme  were 
published  early  in  1957.  The  scheme  is  referred  to  later  in  the  report. 

No  decision  had  been  reached  by  the  end  of  the  year  on  the  appointment 
of  a third  public  health  inspector. 

The  policy  of  the  Council  to  make  Closing  Orders  on  unfit  houses 
vacated  as  a result  of  the  offer  to  the  tenants  of  other  accommodation 
(by  the  Council  or  otherwise)  was  continued.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
year  the  Council  declared  two  Clearance  Areas  which  included  thirty- 
eight  properties  and  so  took  the  first  real  steps  towards  the 
implementation  of  its  five  year  programiao  for  the  clearance  and 
demolition  of  unfit  houses. 

Under  the  Slum  Clearance  (Compensation)  Act,  1956,  the  compensation 
payable  to  owner-occupiers  of  certain  unfit  houses  compulsorily  purchased 
as  unfit  for  human  ha,bitation  is  now  the  compensation  which  would  be 
payable  if  the  houses  had  not  been  declared  unfit.  The  compensation 
payable  to  shopkeepers  and  owner-occupiers  of  business  premises  in  unfit 
houses  is  now  at  the  same  rate  as  if  the  houses  had  not  been  declared  unfit. 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  received  the  Royal  Assent  in  July  and  a 
short  report  on  its  provisions  was  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee, 

From  August,  1956,  sanitary  inspectors  became  known  as  public  health 
inspectors.  It  is  hoped  that  as  a result  fewer  misconceptions  of  our 
duties  will  arise  and  more  young  men  will  be  attracted  to  public  health 
inspection  as  a career.  In  this  connection  the  Ministry  of  Health  has 
drawn  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  reconstituted  Public  Health  Inspectors 
Examination  Board  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  system  of  paid  pupillage 
for  public  health  inspectors.  So  far  as  I know,  this  Council  has  not 
offered  facilities  for  training  to  young  men  interested  in  public  heaJ-th 
inspection. 

It  is  dise.ppointing  to  report  that  our  achievements  during  the  year 
fell  short  of  wha.t  we  had  hoped  would  be  done,  I wrote  in  the  Annual 
Reports  for  1954  and  1955  of  the  increased  time  spent  on  meat  inspection 
and  tlmt  as  a.  consequence  less  attention  was  being  given  to  other  public 
health  work.  This  situation  was  aggravated  in  1956  by  the  following  factors j- 
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(1)  The  clerical  assistant  (Miss  K,  M.  Ford)  was  absent  on  sick 
leave  froi-a  20th  Febrtiary,  195b.  L temporary  replacement  was 
not  obtained  until  7th  May^  1956  and  this  was  on  a part-time 
basis  only  (25  hours  per  woek). 

(2)  The  AdditioneJ.  Public  Health  Inspector  (Mr.  K,  H,  James) 
resigned  on  30th  April;  1956  and  his  successor  (Mr.  D.  A. 
Dolphin)  comrnoncod  duties  on  2nd  July,  1956, 

(3)  In  September  1956,  I was  forced  to  seek  mcdicai  advice  and 
as  a result  did  not  undertake  meat  inspection  outside  normal 
office  hours  for  the  rema.inder  of  the  year  (and  in  fact  until 
April;  1957), 

Our  difficulties  were  lessened  by  the  help  received;  in  particular 
from  two  sources;  inspectors  of  other  authorities  assisted  on  moat 
inspection  on  a number  of  Sundays  and  evenings 5 tho  Borough  Surveyor 
arranged  for  his  department  to  carry  out  the  inspection  and  testing 
of  new  draino.ge  v/orks  from  1st  May  onwards  and  also  arranged  for 
some  help  towards  our  clerictil  work.  I would  like  to  express  my 
thanlcs  to  these  colleagues  for  their  assistance  and  to  the  Chairman 
of  tho  Health  Committee  a,nd  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  their 
sympathetic  attitude  towards  our  difficulties. 


Senior  public  Health  Inspector 
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1,  H'ISpectiqns  - 1956 


Under  the  Housin.n;  Acts : 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  29 
Re-inspection  of  dwelling  houses  180 
Visits  re  overcrowding  9 
Unclassified  20 


238 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act£i_ : 

Inspection  and  visits  r’e  -unsotind  food  57 

Inspection  of  "food  premises"  60 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  l,06l 

Visits  to  dairies  (including  sampling)  1? 

Unclassified  I'r 


Under  the^  Public  Health  Acts: 

Inspection  and/or  testing  of  sev\rers/drains 
(including  soil  and  ventilating  pipes)  224- 

Inspection  of  closets  and  cesspools  8 

Inspection  of  filthy  or  verminous  premises  31 
Inspection  of  public  convenience  1 

Inspection  for  detection  and  abatement 
of  statutory  nuisances  239 

Inspection  and  sampling  of  v/ater  supplies  2 

Enquiries  and  visits  re  infectious  diseases  66 
Inspection  c-f  tents, vans  and  sheds  6 

Inspection  of  nuisances  from  pigeons  33 

Unclassified  14- 


Under  the  Factories  Act ; 

Inspection  of  factories  9 

Visits  to  ouiworkers’  premises 

Unclassified 


1,199 


624- 


9 


Under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act : 

"/including  4-8  inspections  carried  out 
whilst  visiting  promises  under  other  Acts 
but  excluding  visits  by  the  rodent 

operator)  108 


Under  the  Shops  Acts; 

Inspection  under  s. 38, Shops  Acts, 1950  2 

Other  inspections  _ - 

2 

Under  the  Petroleum  Acts:  50 


Under  the  Pet  Animals  Act:  1 

2,231 
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2.  CQ^PLAIITTS  - 1956. 


Disrepair  of  houses  l6 

Overcrowding  or  other  inadequate  housing  conditions  2 

Unsound  food  or  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  food 

premises  7 

Defective  and/or  choked  drains, sev/ers, closets, 

cesspools, etc,  22 

Verminous  and/or  filthy  premises  2 

Offensive  accuio  s or  deposits  it- 

Other  public  hcaJ.'c;h  nuisances  18 

Rats  and  mice  22 

Unclassified  ^ 

Total:  97 


3 • NOTICES  - 1936 . 


Informal  Notices 

Fon  ■<  -1 

Notices 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Served 

Conqjlied 

with 

Under 

(or  preliminary  to  action  rmder) 
Public  Health  Acts 

21 

11 

1 

1 

Under 

(or  preliminary  to  action  under) 
Housing  Acts 

11 

7 

- 

- 

Under 

(or  preliminary  to  action  under) 
B’ood  and  Drugs  Acts 

6 

- 

- 

- 

Under 

(or  preliminary  to  action  under) 
Factories  Acts 

1 

1 

Under* 

(or  preliminary  to  action  imder) 
Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act 

1 

1 

Under 

(or  preliminary  to  action  under) 
Petroleum  Acts 

3 

7 

- 

- 

Under 

(or  preliminary  to  action  under) 
Shops  Acts 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Totals : 

hM- 

27 

1 

1 

.15. 


4,  housung 

Details  of  the  thirteen  houses  closed  or  demolished  as  a result 
of  the  Council’s  action  and  of  tliree  houses  voluntarily  demolished  by 
the  owners  are  as  follows 


Premises 

Action 

Persons  displaced 

63  Mill  Street 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Couvicil  10,1,36. 

3 - Rehoused  13.2,36 

83  Mill  Street 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Council  10,1,36. 

2 - Reiioused  6.2,5b 

8 Greenings  Court 

Closing  Ordei’  made  by 
Council  10,1,36, 

4 — Rehoused  13.2,36, 

3 Millers  Close 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Council  10.1,36, 

1 - Rehoused  13.2.56. 

12  Salishury  Street 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Council  14«2,36. 

4 “ Rehoused  19*3.56. 

14-  Salisbury  Street 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Council  14»  2, 36 . 

3 - Rehoused  19.3.36. 

7 Gregory’s  Building-::; 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Council  14. 2, 36 . 

Not  yet  re-housed. 

30  High  Street 

Demolition  Order  made 

4 - Rehoused  5.3.56. 

Fording ton 

by  Council  I4. 2.56. 
Demolished  April , 1936 . 

77  Mill  Street 

Under  talcing  not  to  re- 

2 - Rehoused  30.4.56. 

let  accepted  by  Council 

8.3.36. 

I'M-  Kings  Road  ) 

) 

Deraolished  by  omiers 
after  infomal  action 

Nil 

46  liings  Road  j 

June,  1936. 

Nil 

48  Kings  Road  j 

Nil 

3 Lester  Squojrc 

Closing  Order  made  by 

Premises  vacated  before 

Council  10,7.36. 

Closing  Order  was  made. 
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Premises 
72  Mill  Street 


Action 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Council  2.8,56 


1 X displaced 

Promises  vacated  before 
Closing  Order  'v^'as  made. 


41  Hollov/ay  Roo.d  Closing  Order  made  by 

Council  9*10. 56. 


Premises  vacated  before 
Closing  Order  wan  made. 


18  Holloway  Road 


Closing  Order  made  by  Premises  vacated  before 
Council  15.11,56.  Closing  Order  was  made. 


The  follov/ing  table  summarises  the  action  taken  by  the  Council 


under  Section  11  of  the  Hous 

ing  Act,  1936, 

from 

1951  onwards 

TOTAL 

1951  - 1955 

(inclusive) 

1556 

TOTAL 

1951  - 1956 

(inclusive) 

Undent aliings  not  to  re- 
let  given  by  ovaiers 

17 

1 

13 

Undertakings  to  repair 
houses  given  b^T"  owners 

2 

- 

2 

Houses  voluntarily 
closed  by  owners 

4 

- 

4 

Closing  Orders  made 

1^1- 

11 

25 

Demolition  Orders  made 

2 

1 

3 

39 

13 

52 

Houses  voluntarily  demolished 

by  owners  23  5 

Houses  demolished  by  owners 
after  statutory  action  by 
Council  1 


3 4 7 
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In  addition  tho  Health  Comnittce  considered  the  follovfing 
houses  included  in  the  Council's  scheme  for  the  clearance  and 
demolition  of  unfit  houses 


9 Mill  Street  ) 
53  Mill  Street  ) 
8 Mill  Street  ) 


79  St.Gcorgc's  Road 


11  Salisbury  Street 

12  Salisbury  Street 

13  Salisbury  Street 
Hi-  Salisbury  Street 
15  Sa-lisbury  Street 


52  Icon  V/ay 


17  Clyde  Path  Road 
19  Clyde  Path  Road 

69  Mill  Street 


71  Mill  Street 
7 Pound  Lane 
l6  Shorts  Lane 


The  tenants  of  these  houses  having  been  re- 
housed by  tho  Council,  notices  of  "time  and 
place’  v/ere  served  and  representations  were 
made  on  behalf  of  the  ovmcrs.  No  further 
action  was  taken  to  malce  Demolition  or  Closing 
Orders  and  the  houses  vfere  re-let. 

Further  consideration  of  this  house  was 
deferred  following  the  carrying  out  of 
some  repairs  by  the  ovmers. 

) These  properties  had  been  scheduled  for 
) dealing  with  as  a Clearance  iirca.  The 
) Council  approved  in  principle  an  outline  scheme 
} submitted  by  the  owner  for  the  conver'sion 
) of  the  five  cottages  into  two  cottages.  No 
further  progress  has  been  made  V7ith  the  scheme. 

The  Council  approved  the  use  of  this 
cottage, wliich  is  subject  to  a Closing  Order, 
as  a decorator's  store, 

) The  Council  decided  not  to  piirchase  these 
) cottages  and  not  to  make  Iixprovcment  GrcJits 
under  the  Housing  Act,  ISk-So 

A report  on  tho  condition  of  this  property 
was  submitted,  but  action  by  the  Council 
v/as  deferred. 

) Reports  on  the  condition  of  these  properties 
) were  submitted  and  preliminary  steps  taken 
) for  the  malcing  of  Closing  Orders.  The 
Council  made  the  Orders  early  in  1957* 


The  Clearance  and  Re -development  Committee  met  three  times  in 
1956  and  considered  tho  action  to  be  taken  v/ith  regard  to  the  fifty- 
seven  unfit  properties  in  the  first  year  programme  of  the  Council's 
five  year  scheme.  The  position  with  regard  to  these  properties  at 
the  end  of  195*3  'was  as  follows 
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Clearance  Areas . 


Mill  Street  Area  Nod.  ) 

(33  properties)  ) 

11-15  Salisbury  Street  ) 

(5  properties)  ) 


IO-I3  Colliton  Street  ) 

(4  properties)  ) 


1-4  The  G-rove  ) 

(5  properties)  ) 


17  & 19  Clyde  Path  Road  ) 

(2  properties)  ) 

14,46  d 4S,  Icings  Road  ) 

(3  properties)  ) 

Individual  Houses » 


11  Friary  Hill 
41  Holloway  Road 
30  High  Street  Pordington 
28  The  Crove 
79  St.George's  Road 


The  Council  declojred  this  area  to  be 
a Clearance  /irea  on  13.11,56, 

The  Co\ancil  agreed  to  consider  a scheme 
of  conversion  to  bo  submitted  by  the 
OTmor  (see  above).  Throe  of  the 
properties  wore  vacant  and  the  subject 
of  Closing  Orders. 

The  Council ’ s Buildings  and  Maukets 
Corpiittce,  vdiich  controls  these 
properties,  agreed  to  the  demolition 
of  the  cottages,  two  of  \7hich  were 
vacant. 


The  Council  declared  t;.ds  area  to  be  a 
Clearance  Area  on  13,11,56,  Three  of 
the  cottages  were  vacant  and  all  subject 
to  an  undertalcing  not  to  re-let  given  by 
the  owner. 

Negotiations  with  the  owner  had  failed  to 
produce  a scheme  of  re-conditioning. 

Demolished  voluntarily  by  the  ovmers. 


Demolished 

Closing  Order  made,  (Vacant) 
Demolished 
Action  deferred 
Partially  repaired 


Of  the  228  houses  included  in  the  Council’s  five  year  scheme 
at  the  end  of  1956,  seven  had  been  demolished  and  forty-one  were  vacant, 
formal  or  infomal  action  having  been  taken  to  prevent  their  being  re-let. 
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Housing;  Repairs* 


After  the  service  of  informal  notices  upon  the  owners 
twelve  houses  were  rer)airod.  It  continued  to  he  very  difficult  to 
persuade  ovTncrs  to  do  any  more  than  ''patch"  their  properties,  in 
viev/  of  the  cost  of  repairs  compared  with  the  rents  rocoived. 


Ahatemont  Notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  153<S, 
served  upon  the  ovmcrs  of  a group  of  throe  buildings  comprising 
shops  with  living  accommodation  over  two  of  them,  not  being  complied 
with.  Court  proceedings  vfcre  talcen.  Nuisance  Orders  were  made  by 
the  .Court  on  l8th  February,  195^,  and  a fine  of  £2  ¥/ith  4-s.Od.  costs 
imposed  upon  the  ovmcrs  in  respect  of  each  premises.  Further 
proceedings  wore  taken  on  29th  September,  195^,  for  non-coirpliance 
Virith  the  Nuisance  Orders  and  a fine  of  £5  'with  4-s.Od,  costs  imposed 
in  respect  of  each  premdses.  The  ov/ners  v/ere  ordered  to  comply  with 
Nuisance  Orders  v/ithin  a period  of  six  'weeks,  failing  v/hich  there  v/ould 
be  a continuing  penalty  of  £2  per  day  in  respect  of  each  property. 

Some  repairs  vmre  commenced  on  4th  Octobor,  1956, 

Thore  are  a great  many  houses  in  the  Borough  in  need 
of  repair  and  improvement,"  most  of  them  are  sound  properties  and  must 
continue  in  use  for  a very  long  time.  In  addition  to  repairs,  the 
houses  require  such  improvements  as  internal  sanitation,  hot  water 
supply,  a fixed  bath  and  better  food  preparation  and  storage 
facilities  so  that  they  would  provide  a satisfactory  standard  of 
housing  for  tho  next  tvmnty  to  thirty  years.  The  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1949 j relating  to  improvement  grants  were  introduced  to 
encourage  such  improvements  to  properties.  Five  applications  for 
improvemont  grants  were  approved  by  the  Council  in  1956  before  it 
decided  not  to  accept  further  applications. 


5.  FOOD  PRUgSHS. 


The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area,  classified  under  the 
principal  trade  carried  out,  is  as  follovfs 


Bu.tchers 

Fishmongers 

G-rocers  and  provision  merchants 

Bakers  and  flour  confectioners 

Greengrocers 

Confectioners 

Hotels 

Restaui'ants 

Public  houses  and  clubs 
Others 


10 

5 

35 

3 

11 

14 

12 

17 

20 

2 


Total : 


129 


The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  l6  of 
the  Food  and  Dings  Act, 1955,  at  31st  December, 195 6,  and  of  inspections 
made  (including  visits  for  sampling)  is  as  follov/s:- 

No.  registered.  No, of  inspections* 


For  the  sale, or  manufacture, 

or  storage  of  ice-cream  41  14 

For  the  jjrcparation  or  4 4 

manufacture  of  meat  products 
or  preserved  foods 


The  n-umber  of  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,19^9-1954and  of  inspections  made  (including  visits  for 
saiapling)  is  as  follows 


Distributors  'v/ith  premises  v/ithin  the  Boroi:igh  4 

Distributors  trading  from  outside  the  Borougli  2 

Retail  shops  selling  bottled  milk  only  13 

19 

Number  of  inspections  17 


6.  FOOD  HYILH-E. 

The  total  nuiaber  of  visits  made  to  food  premises  for  all 
purposes  viras  sixty.  Routine  inspection  of  food  premises  \/as  not 
possible  and  nmuiy  of  the  premises  were  not  visited  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  notified  incidents  of  food  poisoning  in  Dngland  and 
Wales  continues  to  increase  as  shown  below 


1949  - 2,431 

1950  - 3,979 

1951  - 3,347 

1952  - 3,519 

1953  - 5,277 

1954  - 6,Ol6 

1955  - 8,961 

Saliuonella.  organisms  were  most  frequently  identified  as  the 
causal  organisms.  These  figures  should  serve  as  a \7arning  to  us  in 
Dorchester  that  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  preparation  and 
handling  must  be  a higli  one  if  we  are  to  continue  to  avoid  an  outbreak 
of  food  poisoning. 
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The  Coxancil,  the  proprietors  of  the  food  businesses  and  the 
public  all  have  a part  to  play  in  setting  the  standa.rd  of  hygiene; 
the  Council  can  insist  on  the  frequent  routine  insi^ection  of  all 
food  premises,  and  can  encourage  health  education  of  the  food  handlers 
and  the  public,*  the  proprietors  can  insist  on  a high  standard  of 
hygiene  in  all  parts  of  their  premises  and  can  ensure  that  their 
employees  know  and  appreciate  the  dangers  of  any  failure  to  reach  that 
standard;  the  public  can  restrict  their  purchases  to  shops  where  they 
are  satisfied  with  the  wny  the  foods  are  displayed  and  handled. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 j set  an  Improved  standard  for 
food  ijremisos  and  for  the  handling  of  food.  Owing  to  the  difficulties 
mentioned  earlier  routine  visits  under  the  Regulations  wore  not  possible, 
but  proprietors  were  informed  of  the  Regulations  by  circular  letter 
and  it  was  suggested  to  them  tha.t  before  carrying  out  any  alterations 
they  should  contact  the  public  health  inspectors. 

One  talk  on  ’’Clean  Pood"  'was  given  to  a \romen's  organisation,  but 
we  were  unable  to  progress  vd.th  tiie  scheme  of  talks  on  ‘'’The  Problem 
and  Prevention  of  Pood  Poisoning"  to  discussion  groups  from  food  premises. 


7.  FOOD  IHSE^BCTION. 

Milk.  In  accordance  vd-th  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified 
ibreas)  Order,  133k,  all  milk  r'ets.iled  within  the  Borough  of  Dorchester 
must  be  specially  designated  milk,  i.e,  "Pasteurised",  "Sterilised" 
or  "Tuberculin  Tested"  milk. 

Ten  samples  of  milk  were  talcen,with  results  as  indicated; - 

Passed  Failed 

Tuberculin  Tested  - - 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  1 

Pasteurised  9 - 

10 

Six  samples  of  washed  bottles  vrere  submitted  for  exaraination, 
with  results  as  indicated  ;- 

Satisfactory  6 

Ice  Cream.  Ice-cream  was  manuf  actui’cd  on  a small  scale  on  one  premises, 
heat  Ireatmcnt  of  the  mix  being  undertaken  in  accordance  virith  the  Ice- 
cream (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  19'^i-7  to  1952. 
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Fifteen  saraples  of  ice-creara  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  the  results  of  vdiich  vfero 


Provisional  G-rade  1 
Provisional  Grade  2 
Provisional  Grade  3 
Provisional  Grade  4 


Manufacturer  Other  buUc  Pre-packed 
(Hot  Mix) Ice-cream  Ico-croam 


3 


1 

2 

1 


6 

1 

1 


8 


In  addition  two  saJTples  of  iced  lollies  and  tv/o  sanples  of 
ice-cream  lollies  vrcre  submitted  for  ba,.cteriological  examination;  all 
the  san^jles  v/ere  satisfactory. 


Twenty-eight  samples  of  various  other  foods, including  tv/enty- 
three  sairpiles  of  meat  products  or  their  ingredients,  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public  Health  La.boratory.  Two  of 
the  s£aT5)les  contained  food  poisoning  organisms. 

The  quantities  of  food  found  to  be  'unsound  and  voluntarily 
surrendered  to  the  department  for  disposal  are  shown  in  the  follov/ing 
table.  The  food  is  surrendered  at  the  office  of  the  inspectors  and 
disposed  of  by  burying  at  'che  Council's  refuse  tip. 


Canned  or  other  pre-packed  foods ;- 

595  lbs.  meat  or  fish  (247  packs) 

757  lbs.  fruit  {Zj6  packs) 

519  lbs.  vegetables  (3^4  packs) 

86  lbs.  soup  (98  packs) 

107  lbs.  milk  (147  packs) 

93  Ibso  other  pre-packed  foods  (279  packs). 

Other  foods :- 


434  lbs.  meat, bacon  and  meat  i^roducts. 

227  lbs.  fish 
22  lbs . fruit 

Total  weiglit:  2,840  lbs. 
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Qjksat  inspection. 


_^i\7o  promises  vd.thin  the  Boroueh  continued  to  he  used  as  private 
slaughuernouses,  both  being  used  mainly  for  the  wholesale  moat  trade 
bu  also  supplying  the  needs  of  butchers  in  Dorchester  and  the  neighbouring 

dlS  wj/lC  GS  • 


The  number  of  animals  slaughteiBc.  in  19^6 


q i.1  lyjo  \ir.3  an  inc 

° approximately  17  per  cent)  compared  with  1955, 

rfioh  the  exception  of  112  calves,  the  carcases  and  offals  of  all  the 
animals  were  inspected.  The  weekly  kill  varied  from  78?  to  1 65O 
aimmals,  with  an  average  weekly  kill  of  1,182.  The  following' table 
Slows  the  incroa.se  in  the  numbers  of  carcases  examined  in  the  period 

195/  - 1956 


an  incr^c'-se 


Total  number 
Ye^  of  carcases 
inspected 


1937 

1938 
19^8 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 


l,8Zi.7 

3,107 

10,548 

12,2^41 

13,250 

16,871 

34,475 

52,552 

61,379 


Average  i/zeokly 
number  of  carcases 
inspected 

36 
60 
204 

239 

255 

322h. 

663 


Remarks 


Including  assistance  from 
inspectors  of  other  authorities. 

Including  assistance  from 
inspectors  of  other  authorities. 


Meat  supplies  were 
de-controlled  in  July,  1954. 


1,011 

1,180 


Including  assistance  from 
inspectors  of  other  authorities. 

«4.  V 4.4^1  “ Previous  years,  slauglitering  took  place  over  very  long  hours. 

At  both  slaughterhouses  a full  day’s  slaughtering  was  carried  out  on  every 
Smiay  except  four  during  the  year  and  three  bank  holidays.  On  occasions 
inspectors  wore  engaged  en  neat  inspection  at  the  same  time.  Overtime 
on  moat  inspection  totalled  7974  hours  corqporea  with  65O  hours  in  1955,  an 
increase  of  approximaTcely  22  per  cent . 
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Carcases  and  Offals  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


: 

1 

1 

f 

[ 

, Cattle 

03Co 

Cows , 

t 

Cows 

iShoep  . 
Calves  1 and 

iLambs  ; 

Pigs 

•-  Number  killed. 

l,b28 

i 

1,66b 

21,305  i.22,2i41 14,449 

1 Number  Inspected, 

; 1,62b 

1 , 66b 

21,193  *22, 4/;i  14,4-49 

! All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

1 and  Cysticerci. 

- 

. 

i 

i 

i Whole  carcases  condemned 

11 

51 

90 

37  i 

159 

Carcases  of  which  some  po.rt  or 
: organ  was  condemned. 

552 

b70 

90 

676! 

j 

1,660 

i Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  disease  other  tlmn 

I tuberculosis  and  cysticerci. 

40.72 

55.22 

1 : 

1 : 

0.b5'  4.07: 

i ; 

1 

13.97 

1 

j Tuberculosis  only. 

' i 

i Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

: 7 

36 

7 

- 

7 

i Carcases  of  which  sorao  part  or 

i organ  was  condemned. 

104 

' 192 

56 

i 

1 ^ 1 

i 

406 

! 

i Percentage  of  the  nurabor  inspected 

! affected  with  tuberculosis. 

■ 6.b2 

13.67  ' 0.3lj 

L L„ 

2.66 

‘ Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
[ organ  was  condemned. 

1 

i 

: 

10 

! 

i 

- 

1 Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 

t by  refrigeration. 

! 16 

1 10 

“ 

f 

i 

i 

j Generalised  and  totally  condemned. 

' 1 

1 1 

i 

! Total  number  of  coxca-ses  affected 
f with  one  or  more  of  above  conditions 

, 765 

i 1,076 

243 

j 924 

2,424 

' Percentage  of  number  inspected 

! affected  with  disease. 

46.99 

; 64.63 

1.15;  4.12 

16.76 
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Piiiancial  assistance  tov/'ards  the  cost  of  neat  inspection 
continued  to  be  received  from  the  neighbouring  authorities  of  Portland 
Urboji  District,  Swanage  Urban  District  and  Weymouth  and  Melcombe  Regis 
Borough,  calciilated  in  accordance  v/iththc  numbers  of  a.nimals  slauglitered 
for  butchers  vd-th  premises  in  those  districts.  Contributions 
ariiounting  to  £675  were  also  received  from  the  slaughtering  contractors 
calculated  in  accord^mce  with  the  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  for 
the  "export"  tra.de,  i.o,  for  markets  oi-itside  Dorset. 


The  Governraent  scheme  for  fhiaaicial  assistance  towards  the 
meat  inspection  costs  of  local  authorities  was  £i:nauncod  in  1957* 

The  grant  is  intended  to  contribute  to  the  costs  of  the  inspection 
of  meat  sla.ughtered  in  a district  but  not  irtendedfor  consumption 
v/itMn  tha.t  district.  Grants  'v/ill  be  pa.ya.ble  for  the  financial  year 
1956/57  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  Council ■ will  receive  a sum  in 
the  region  of  £2350,  after  taking  into  consideration  the  payments 
made  by  the  slaughtering  contractors. 

The  table  on  page  25  gives  details  of  the  animals  slaughtered 
and  inspected  and  of  the  extent  of  disease  found. 

The  approxiiiiate  weights  of  meat  and  offals  rejected  as  unfit 
for  hfiman  consumption, together  with  the  comparative  figi-ires  for 
previous  ycai’s,  are  shovm  below; - 

Meat  and  Offals  rejected  (Tons) 


Tuberculosis 

Other  Diseases 

Total 

1951 

24 

19 

1952 

19 

25 

i.j4 

1953 

18 

20 

38 

17 

16 

33 

1955 

17 

20 

37 

1956 

14 

31 

45 

Coiipared  with  previous  years,  a sharp  increase  occurred  in 
the  numbers  of  vdiole  carcases  rejected  as  irnfit  for  human  consumption. 
The  increa.se  \7as  most  pronounced  in  respect  of  cov7s,  calves  and  pigs, 
as  shown  by  tiie  follovkUig  figures  :~ 
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Cattle 


ex.  cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs  Goats 

Total 

1955 

13 

46 

(2.1^) 

15 

(0.05fo) 

13 

(0.12^) 

39  1 

(o.iefh) 

127 

(0.24^^) 

1956 

18 

87 

97 

(0.46/'o) 

37 

(0.17%) 

166 

(1.15^0) 

o^  0 

Many  of  the  carcases  rejected  entirely  were  from  cases  of  casualty  or 
emergency  slau^ter  and  were  intended  for  the  maii'uf acturing  meat  trade. 

102  immature  pigs^  from  a nujnber  of  young  pigs  slaughtered  because  of  an 
outbreak  of  atrophic  rhinitis,  wore  rejected.  The  principal  causes  for 
the  rejection  of  the  A).05  vdiole  carcases,  classified  in  terms  of  Memo.  3/^feat, 
were  as  follows : - 


Cattle 

ex.  cows  Cows  Calves  Slaeep  Pigs 


Ml  diseases  except  tuberculosis. 

ikiaemia , advanced 
PruiBfflig , extensive  and  severe 
Decomi:)Osition,  generadised 
Emaciation,  pathological 
Fever  (including  salmonellosis) 
Immaturity,  oedematous  carcases, 
and  carcases  in  poor 
physical  condition 
Jaundice 

Mastitis,  acute  septic 
Metritis,  acute  septic 
Abnormal  odour,  associated  with 
disease  or  other  conditions 
prejudicial  to  health 
Oedema,  generalised 
Pericaz'ditis,  acute  septic 
Peritonitis,  acute,  diffuse, 
septic 

Pleurisy,  acute,  diffuse,  septic 
Pneumonia,  acute  septic 
Pyaemia,  including  joint -ill 
SepticaenrLa  or  toxaemia 
Swine  erysipelas,  acute 
Tumours,  multiple 
Other  causes 


Tuberculosis. 

Generalised  tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis  virith  emaciation 


1 


- 

3 

2 

1 

1 

11 

3 

2 

12 

9 

11 

1 

4 

10 

2 

9 

- 

- 

12 

- 

102 

2 

5 

1 

1 

8 

2 

■ 

1 

2 

2 

14 

5 

2 

5 

1 

2 

9 

2 

4 

— 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

- 

1 

20 

3 

2 

: 

4 

13 

10 

10 

6 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

11 

51 

90 

37 

159 

7 

32 

7 

a. 

5 

- 

4 

- 

— 

2 

18 

87 

97 

37 

166 

-27- 


The  incidence  of  bovine  tuberculosis  continued  to  show  a decline, 
the  incidence  in  cows  being  less  thcai  one-half  of  what  it  was  in  1951 
and  in  other  cattle  about  tT/o-thirds,  The  follov/ing  ta.ble  shows  the 


incidence  of  bovine 

tuberculosis  in  the  last 

six  years:- 

Cattle 

(excluding  cows)_ 

Co\7s 

1951 

10,2  per  cent 

28,4  pe^r  cent 

1952 

10.79  per  cent 

25,24  per  cent 

1953 

10.60  per  cent 

23,67  per  cent 

1954 

8,01  per  cent 

18.98  per  cent 

1955 

8, 26  per  cent 

17,21  per  cent 

1956 

6,82  per  cent 

13,67  per  cent 

Con, genital  tuberculosis  in  calves. 


The  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  v/as  notified  of  five  cases  of  congenital  tuberculosis 
in  calves  to  enable  him  to  trace  the  dams. 


Cysticercus  Bovis. 

Routine  examination  of  the  head,  tongue,  heart  and  diaphragm  of 
all  cattle  slaughtered  revealed  thirty-one  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis, 
equivalent  to  0,94  per  cent,  one  infection  being  found  to  be  genera.lised. 
The  locations  of  the  cysts  found  were  a.s  follows  :- 

Generalised  (all  sites  of  predilection  and 


widespread  infection  of  cancase)  1 
Head  only  (masseter  muscles)  19 
Heart  only  6 
Skirt  only  (diaphragm)  1 
Head  and  skirt  1 
Head,  heart  and  skirt  1 
Head,  heart  and  clod  1 
Head,  tongue,  heart  and  skirt  1 


31 


Twenty-six  of  the  thirty  carcases  affected  v/ith  localised  cysticercus 
bovis  were  taken  to  cold  st>-'rage  at  Weymouth,  Bournemouth  or  Taunton  and 
kept  at  the  prescribed  temperatures  before  release  for  consumption.  The 
other  four  carca,ses  vrore  rejected  because  of  other  conditions  present 
(nephritis,  emaoiation  and  tuberculosis)  or  because  the  butcher  was  not 
prepared  to  submit  the  carcase  to  the  approved  cold  storage  treatment. 

The  incidence  of  cysticercus  bovis  is  one  of  the  current  prob!i.ems 
connected  Virith  meat  inspection.  The  cysts,  if  viable  sind  not  subjected 
to  sufficient  heat  in  cooking,  upon  ingestion  by  hmians  develop  into  the 
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human  tapeworm.  The  majority  of  cysts  arc  found  in  prime  beef  (steers 
and  heifers)  and  the  subsequent  cold  storage  treatment  causes  a loss  to 
the  butchers  concerned.  The  incidence  of  cysticercus  bovis  in  cattle 
examined  at  the  Dorchester  slaughterhouses  dinring  the  past  six  yea.rs  is 
as  folloviTs:- 


1951 

0.65  per 

cent 

(20 

cases) 

1952 

0.74-  per 

cent 

(31 

cases ) 

1953 

1 . 60  per 

cent 

(70 

cases ) 

1954- 

0,61  per 

cent 

(23 

cases) 

1955 

0.80  per 

cent 

(27 

cases) 

1956 

0. 94-  per 

cent 

(31 

cases) 

At  the  end  of  195^  a cold  store  had  been  constructed  at  one  of  the 
Dorchester  slaughterhouses  and  it  viras  put  into  use  for  the  storage  of 
carcases  affected  v/ith  cysticercus  bovis  early  in  1957. 

Laboratory  facilities . 

The  facilities  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  which  is  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  G-.H.  Tee,  arc  available  for  the  examination  of  specimens 
from  carcases. 


9.  SLAUGHTER  OF  MDii-dLS  ACTS,  1953  and  19^4. 

Sixteen  slaughtermen  employed  at  the  local  slaughterhouses  were 
licensed  to  slaughter  or  stm  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  with  a mechanically 
operated  instrument  of  the  captive  bolt  pistol  type  or  an  electrically 
operated  instrument  (electrolethaler) . No  licences  to  slau^ter  horses 
within  the  Borough  have  been  issued. 


10.  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Routine  saii5)lcs  of  the  mains  water  supply  wore  not  taken  by  the 
public  health  inspectors,  but  samples  were  taken  each  week  by  the  Vfater 
Engineer  and  the  Public  Health  Department  informed  of  the  results. 


11.  DRAlMi^GE. 

Fifty-six  visits  were  made  to  inspect  and  test  new  drains,  but 
from  May  onwards  this  work  was  temporarily  undertaken  by  the  Borough 
Surveyor's  staff.  One  hundred  and  sixty-eight  visits  were  made  to 
inspect  and  test  old  drains. 
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12.  FACTORIES 0 


The  table  on  page  31  shows  the  nurahcr  of  factories  on  the  Council's 
register  and  details  of  the  inspections  raade.  Routine  inspection  of 
the  fs.ctories  in  the  Borough  v/as  not  carried  out. 

Notification  was  received  duxing  the  yco,r  of  fifty-one  outworkers 
who  were  cn5)loycd  in  their  own  homes  making  wearing  apparel  and  nets. 


13.  CiiMPING  CONTROL. 

Licences  were  issued  under  section  269  of  the  Puihlic  Health  Act, 
1936,  to  three  persons  to  station  an  individual  cara.van  for  permanent 
use.  A licensed  residential  site  for  twenty-nine  caravans  continued 
in  use  throughout  the  year.  This  site  is  provided  vd-th  permanent 
sanitexy  accommodation  (three  water-closets  for  each  sex),  ?/ashbasins 
and  mains  water  sup]ply.  The  whole  site  has  been  asphalted  to  form 
hard  standings. 


1A.  INFECTIOUS  DISEiiSES. 

As  a routine  measure  Moore ' s swabs  were  kept  in  the  high  and  low 
level  sewers  in  manlioles  near  the  sewage  dispose.1  works.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  swabs  were  submitted  for  examination,  od.1  of  vdiich  gave 
negative  results. 

During  the  year  disinfection  of  one  promises  was  carried  out,  at 
the  recfuest  of  the  occupier.  iin  account  \Tas  rendered  for  the  cost  of 
the  vrark  as  the  patient  concerned  had  not  been  suffering  from  a 
notifiable  disease. 

Four  check  samples  taken  from  various  points  in  the  rivers  Frome 
and  Come  woro  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 


''5.  VERIgNOUS  FREI'/IISES. 

During  the  year  ten  premises  were  disinfested,  £33.  lOs.  Od. 
being  recovered  from  the  persons  administering  the  properties 
concerned.  The  work  was  carried  out  to  destroy  the  following  pests :- 


Fleas 

‘VYasps 


Cockroaches 


Ants 


2 premises 
5 premises 
2 premises 
1 promises 
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FACTORIES  ON  THE  COMGIL<S  REGISTER  iU'ID  DETAILS  OF  PISPEGTIONS  I-IimE. 


Premises 

Huraber  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Kotices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  I,2j3j4  6 are 

to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

20 

3 

1 

- 

(11)  Factories  not 
included  in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authorities 

C'-O 

oo 

1 

- 

- 

(111)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authorities  2 

(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

- 

- 

- 

110 

9 

1 

- 

FACTORIES  W.  VJIIIGH  DEFECTS  WETtE  FOUND , 


Particulars 


Found 


Remedied 


Referred 

To  K.M.  By  H.M.  Niimber  of 
Inspector  Inspector  cases  in 

which  pros- 
ecutions were 
instituted. 


Want  of  cleanliness  l 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature 

Inadequate  ventilation 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

Sanitary  conveniences;- 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  tho 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relatin'?  to  outwork) . ^ 

TOTAL  1 


1-1 


1-1 
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16.  RODENT  CONTROL, 


The  Council's  rodent  control  service  was  continued  on  the  lines  of 
the  scheme  approved  'by  the  Ministry  of  /igriculturo^  Fisheries  and  Food. 
No  charge  is  made  for  the  destruction  by  the  Council  of  rats  onid  niicoj 
except  in  the  case  of  business  premises.  The  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  is  sho'vm  in  the  table  below:- 


Dwelling 

/ill  other 

Local  Houses 

Premises 

Agri 

Authority  inc,  L.A, 

inc , trade 

-culture  Total 

Premises  Houses 

promises 

Total  Number  of 

Properties  22  3 >298  763  10  4->093 


Nmiber  of  Properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  of:- 


(a)  Notification 

2 

29 

20 

1 

52 

(b)  Survey 

3 

26 

6 

- 

35 

(c),  Otherwise., (e.g, 
when  vrsi'ccd  foP  n 
some  other  purpose ) 

1 

h-3 

3 

1 

48 

Number  of  Properties 
inspected  found  to 
be  infested  by 

(a)  Ro.ts 

3 

1,4 

11 

1 

59 

(b)  Mice 

2 

5 

7 

- 

14 

Number  of  Infested 
Properties  treated 
by' the  L,Ao 

5 

^7 

15 

1 

63 

In  Februojry  a maintenance  treatment  of  eighteen  manholes  v/as  carried 
out,  at  fourteen  of  which  rat  infestations  'were  found.  In  September 
test  baiting  of  sewers  was  undertalcen  at  thirty-four  manliolos,  the  bo.it 
being  consumed  by  ro.ts  at  foujr  manholes,  A m.aintonance  treatment  of 
twenty-tvro  manholes  was  therefore  undertalcen  and  foiirtoen  manholes  were 
found  to  be  infested. 
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17.  FLOCK  AKD  OTH^.  FILLBTG-  MT^ilRLALS  ilCT,  1931. 

Under  tho  above  Act  five  premises  in  which  upholstery  is  midcrtakon 
are  registered  by  the  Coimcil,  Premises  within  the  Borough  arc  not  used 
for  the  manufacture  or  storage  of  rag  flock.  No  visits  of  inspection  or 
sampling  under  this  Act  were  made  during  the  year. 


18.  DEALMS  HI  OLD 


Six  dealers  in  old  metals  s.re  registered  by  the  Covincil  under  the 
PLxblic  Health  Acts  iimendment  Act,  1907.  No  visits  of  inspection  were 
made  during  tho  year  by  your  public  health  inspectors.  Six  members  of 
tho  Dorset  County  Constabulary  v/ore  authorised  by  tho  Council  to  visit 
the  premises. 

19.  PETROKlUIi  (RECtULATIQN)  ACTS,  1928  gjid  1936. 

At  the  beginning  of  tho  year  fifty-seven  licences  'wore  renewed  in 
respect  of  existing  petroleum  installations. 

Twenty-nine  visits  were  made  during  the  yeojr  to  licensed  installations, 
most  of  the  visits  being  made  during  the  period  vdion  applications  for 
renevfal  of  licences  were  being  considered.  At  two  premises  the  licensees 
’were  asked  to  provide  improved  means  of  extinguishing  petroloun  spirit 
fires.  At  one  store  it  \7as  found  that  the  statutory  notice  to  eiTplo5'’ees 
\Yas  not  being  displayed. 

Twenty-one  visits  were  made  to  new  or  proposed  instaJLlations,  ten 
now  tanlcs  being  subjected  to  air  pressure  test  befor'c  being  put  into 
service.  Three  new  installations  wore  licensed  duriig  the  year,  and  two 
existing  installations  were  amended  to. provide  additional  storage  capacity. 


20.  PET  .-iNEUJ.S  ACT,  1951. 

Three  premises  and  a market  stall  vrore  licensed  by  the  Council  under 
the  above  Act  for  the  sale  of  pet  animals.  One  of  the  premises  was 
visited  duriig  tho  year. 
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